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Traditional And Innovative Recycling 
Works Together To Build A Circular Economy

Circular 
Economy

• Advanced recycling technologies,   
(ARTs), like depolymerization or 
solvolysis, use heat or chemicals 
to return products back into their 
original polymers, which can be 
used to make new products with 
virgin-like properties.  

• Companies like ExxonMobil and 
Eastman Chemical are investing 
significantly in advanced 
recycling technologies that tackle 
plastic waste issues and ensure 
that all plastic stays in the 
economy. 

Together, mechanical and advanced recycling technologies create a 
holistic system that ensures that all plastic products can be recycled. 

• Mechanical recycling 
systems process plastics 
through steps like grinding 
and washing to create 
secondary raw materials that 
can be used again to make 
new products. 

• While effective and often the 
most efficient method of 
recycling plastics, mechanical 
recycling does have its limits. 
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https://2z2uy32ofddf3z9ep91ninb4-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Advanced-Recycling-Technologies-Infographic.pdf
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20211011005336/en/ExxonMobil-to-Build-Its-First-Large-Scale-Plastic-Waste-Advanced-Recycling-Facility
https://cen.acs.org/environment/recycling/Eastman-build-250-million-plastics/99/web/2021/02

